
303STATE INTERNET/BBS COPY

SENATE JOURNAL
58TH LEGISLATURE

TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATIVE DAY

Helena, Montana Senate Chambers
February 6, 2003 State Capitol

MOTIONS

Majority Leader Thomas moved that the Senate proceed to the House of Representatives for the purpose of
receiving the State of the Judiciary Address, and further, that the Senate reconvene upon adjournment of the joint
session.  Motion carried.

SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY

Sergeant-at-arms Clark escorted the Senate into the House chamber.

Speaker Mood recognized President Keenan and yielded the chair to him.  President Keenan relinquished the chair
to Speaker Mood so he could preside over the joint session.

Senate Majority Leader Thomas moved the body resolve itself into a joint session for the purpose of receiving the
State of the Judiciary Address from The Honorable Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of Montana,
Karla Gray.  Motion carried.

Senate Majority Leader Thomas moved the Speaker be authorized to appoint a committee to notify the Honorable
Chief Justice and Associate Justices of the Supreme Court of the State of Montana that we are in joint session and
ready to receive the State of the Judiciary Address.  Motion carried.

The Speaker appointed Senator Wheat, Senator Perry, Representative Shockley and Representative Jayne to escort
the Honorable Chief Justice and Associate Justices into the House chambers.

Sergeant-at-arms Cramer admitted the escort committee and Associate Justices into the House chamber.

Sergeant-at-arms Cramer admitted the escort committee and The Honorable Chief Justice Gray into the House
chambers.

Members of the Montana State Prison Honor Guard posted the colors, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  Pastor
Keith Johnson of the Evangelical Covenant Church gave the invocation.

Speaker Mood welcomed the Justices and introduced Chief Justice Karla M. Gray, who gave the following address:

I am honored to address this joint session of the 58th Montana Legislature, and the people of Montana we all serve. 
Our beloved state faces particularly challenging times right now, and we must all give the best that is in us--and
perhaps a little more--to solve the problems we face.  As I said two years ago, when Montana's severe fiscal straits
had not yet surfaced, this is a time to renew our commitment to providing the people of Montana all they deserve,
from all of us, in our respective roles under the Montana Constitution.  I assured you then, and I assure you again
today, that Montana's judges have made this commitment.  And I know the Governor and this Legislature have done
the same.  We must all work together--not at odds with each other--or we cannot succeed; and succeed we must!

There are so many thoughts I'd like to share this afternoon, but time is short and we all have much work to do. So,
first, I'll briefly address the structure of Montana's judicial branch of government.  Then I need to visit with you--on
this one occasion when I can do so face-to-face with all of you at once--about matters pending here which impact
the judicial branch.  But don't worry--with the scores of court-related bills already in the hopper this year, I promise
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not to touch on all of them!  And, finally, I'll return to my opening theme of our three-branch governmental
structure.

You know, courts and the rule of law are the cornerstones of our constitutional republic.  Courts are where our
citizens bring their disputes for peaceful resolution, rather than taking to the streets in arms. Here in Montana, our
citizens are served by a 3-tiered judicial system that has been--and remains--strong, notwithstanding enormous
changes and challenges in the last two years.   We are strong because Montanans elect high quality judges and
justices at all levels to provide them the justice to which they are entitled, without unreasonable delay, under the
Montana Constitution.  Also, of course, we are strong because--like the other two branches--we have enormously
dedicated staff to help us serve all Montanans.  

The first level of our judicial branch is the 158 courts of limited jurisdiction--the Justices of the Peace, Municipal
Court judges, and City Court judges.  These are our local courts, and they hear over 250,000 cases each year,
including traffic offenses, local ordinance violations, misdemeanor criminal charges, small-dollar-amount civil
actions, landloard/tenant disputes and others.  These judges are truly the "front line" judges in our branch, and they
are the only courts with which most Montanans will ever have contact.  They truly deserve our respect, and our
thanks, for the outstanding job they do in handling their enormous case loads in a fair and expeditious manner.    

The next level of Montana courts is the district courts, with their 42 judges; and I want to thank the last Legislature
again--as I'm certain the people of Cascade and Ravalli Counties do--for adding a new judge to each of those two
judicial districts.  The statutory water court and workers' compensation court are at this same level in our judicial
branch structure.  Except for the specialized statutory courts, the district courts are courts of general jurisdiction;
they handle every conceivable kind of civil case, all felony criminal cases, judicial review of agency decisions and
some appeals from the courts of limited jurisdiction.  Our district court judges are also our Youth Court judges. 
Approximately 30,000 cases are filed in the district courts each year and those cases are in very good hands.

The third level in our judicial branch is, of course, the Montana Supreme Court.  The seven members of the
Supreme Court--a Chief Justice and six Justices--are the "end of the road" on questions arising under Montana law. 
Many of our cases involve trying to determine what your intent was in passing certain statutes.  And if  you think we
got your intent wrong, you can--and regularly do--amend statutes in response.  We sometimes apply statutes as
expressly written, but invite you to revisit those statutes.  And you often do.  We are also, though, the final
protectors of the rights and freedoms Montanans provided directly to each of us when they--not this body and not
the Court--adopted the 1972 Montana Constitution.  

Our Supreme Court is uncommonly busy, because we must take the appeals anyone wants to bring from the
statutory courts and all the district courts across the state.  And we are uncommonly productive, because we are
dedicated to meeting our constitutional responsibilities to the people of Montana in a quality manner, and as quickly
as you give us the resources to accomplish.  

With regard to productivity and efficiency at the Supreme Court, both increased in 2002 over 2001.  We issued 353
written opinions last year, compared to 316 in 2001.  And, at least as importantly, the average number of days from
the time a case came "upstairs" to the Court for consideration, to the time an opinion was issued, decreased from
170 days in 2001, to 123 days in 2002.  Now that may not seem like a big improvement to you, but it matters greatly
to litigants who have a substantial interest in finally having their cases resolved.  We accomplished these
improvements by making good use of the three new law clerks authorized by the last Legislature, as moved in
budget subcommittee by Senator Stapleton, and which I urge you to reauthorize this year.  Please don't let us go
backwards in getting Montanans to the "end of the legal road" without unreasonable delay, as required by the
Montana Constitution!  
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In 2002, the Supreme Court also changed some long-standing internal procedures, which  allows us to consider
more new appeals each week than we had in 2001.  We continue to seek additional innovative ways to increase
efficiency, without sacrificing the quality of our work.  Indeed, we are presently creating a new style of opinion to
resolve some appeals more efficiently than ever before.  It doesn't go as far as Representative Shockley would like
us to go, but I'm pretty sure he'll think it's an improvement!

I turn now, as I must, to legislative-related matters, and highlight those which impact fiscally on the abilities of
Montana's courts to meet their responsibilities to the citizens of Montana.  First is Representative Shockley's HB 18,
introduced at the Supreme Court's request.  It's a simple, but absolutely critical, bill which does only two things: it
eliminates the sunset on the current court information technology surcharge, and increases the surcharge from $5 to
$10.  There is no general fund impact.  The surcharge is pretty much the only source of funding for judicial branch
IT, so we not only can't let it sunset, it must be increased to meet the additional and significant IT needs which came
over--without any related funding--as a result of state assumption.  This bill zinged out of House Judiciary 18 to 0,
and received a third reading vote in the House of 99 to 0.  I ask the Senate to give HB 18 the same level of support.

Most of the rest of my remarks on legislative matters relate in some way or other to state assumption.  When I stood
before you two years ago, the courts of Montana were being funded--as always they had been; never luxuriously,
but always adequately to meet at least minimal levels needed for the courts to meet their constitutional obligations to
the people of Montana.   The branch's budget proposals to the Legislature generally contained a couple of decision
packages, but they were not highly controversial.

Then came HB 124, the "Big Bill", and SB 176, the state assumption bill.  SB 176  was not a bill at the Supreme
Court's request; we took no position on it at all.  Nor did state assumption  receive a lot of scrutiny on the floor of
either house, sort of coming in under the wing of the "Big Bill" nearly at the end of the session.  In any event, state
assumption is the current reality.  Conceptually, it's a good idea, and it may well provide opportunities in the future
for Montana's courts to better serve all Montanans.  

At the moment, however, state assumption has made the judicial branch's budget a nightmare.  And so, my first
request is that you continue to ensure that Montana's courts are adequately funded, in whichever way you ultimately
determine is appropriate.  State assumption was never intended to hurt Montana's courts or the people of Montana
we serve!  

The tools to fund the courts are before you.  Those tools, starting with the highest adverse impact on the general
fund, currently appear to be these: 

1) Fund the judicial branch's budget request from the general fund.  Our budget request is approximately
$18 million over the executive's recommended budget for the biennium, with about $17.2 million of that amount
directly related to state assumption; 

2) Continue to fund the state assumption-related expenses on a shared state/counties basis by means of a
proposal I've offered to the budget subcommittee and a Senate joint  subcommittee.  That proposal  would set aside
$7.5 million each year in the coming biennium for the reimbursement of what we call variable costs; any excess
would go to the counties, but the counties would retain fall-back responsibility if the $7.5 million per year is not
enough to cover those costs.  This proposal is about $2.4 million over the executive's recommended budget; 

3) Return the responsibility for $17.2 million in state assumption-related costs to the counties under SB
134, which was introduced at the request of the Office of Budget and Program Planning.  This bill, and other
matters, are currently being researched by the Senate joint subcommittee; or

 4) Adopt SB 264, which repeals state assumption altogether and may save the general fund over $22
million.  These decisions are, of course, yours to make.  My overriding position, stated simply, is that Montana's
courts must not be underfunded as a result of the 57th Legislature's action in adopting state assumption.    
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My second request is that, in funding the courts, you not allow state assumption funding needs to impact adversely
on other Court programs that pre-existed the last Legislature's decision to make the state responsible for district
court expenses.  It would be totally unfair to force other Court programs to subsidize state assumption, or to refuse
to consider the needs of those programs separately from the needs of state assumption.  And  back to state
assumption for a minute, I ask you to authorize the 2.25 administrative FTE requested in our budget proposal. 
Existing staff simply cannot manage the unimaginable paper blizzard which has engulfed us since state assumption. 
The result is that the counties are having to wait too long to be reimbursed, and that's just wrong!

The last thoughts I want to share with you on fiscal matters are these:  Notwithstanding the recent turbulence
resulting from state assumption, the Montana judiciary is fully committed, one and all, both to ensuring that all
Montanans have access to justice, and to administering justice fairly and timely.  We cannot do it without your
support in providing the resources needed to meet our constitutional responsibilities.  

Let me close by coming back full circle to the beginning, and talking again about all three branches of government. 
It occurred to me a couple of nights ago that there are actually more elected judges in Montana than there are
members of the Montana Legislature.  In addition, the judicial branch has a higher percentage of women among its
ranks than the Legislature.  These are not significant differences, merely informational tidbits.  But there are
differences between all three branches that are significant, and perhaps the biggest of those is this: the executive
branch and the legislative branch are essentially pro-active branches, while the judicial branch is not.  The executive
branch is charged with running state government at all times, in nearly every respect.  Similarly, the legislative
branch currently meets every two years to enact, in a very active way, the laws which reflect the public policy of
Montana, and which govern all manner of behavior for both the people of Montana and the private and public
sectors of this wonderful state.  The judicial branch's role is, in essence, to wait for the people of Montana to bring
us their disputes to resolve.  Of course, there's never really any waiting involved, given the caseloads at all levels of
our branch.  But ours is a passive role; our sole existence is to be there for those who need us, and to resolve their
problems fairly and objectively under the law.   And we are there--as are both of the other branches in their different
ways--for the people of Montana!    

You know, I'm certain we all agree that our system of government, with its three separate and distinct branches and
its system of checks and balances, is the best system in the world.  There will always be inevitable tensions between
the branches, because those tensions were deliberately created by the framers of both the United States and Montana
Constitutions.  But this is the place--this Legislature, every two years--where the three branches of government
come together to resolve Montana's problems.  And I'd suggest to you that the built-in tensions between the
branches amount to nothing, when compared with the necessity of working together--in good faith and with good
will--to do the best we can for the people of Montana.  So let's join together in ensuring that we conduct ourselves
with mutual respect and civility.  And let's resolve our problems together.  If we do less, the people's trust and
confidence in government will continue to decrease, and we will have lost this valuable opportunity to show
Montanans the inherent greatness of our governmental structure.

In closing, and on behalf of the entire judicial branch, I extend our very best wishes to you as you wrestle through
this enormously challenging session.

Speaker Mood thanked Chief Justice Gray for her address, and requested the escort committee to escort  Chief
Justice Gray, Associate Justices and dignitaries from the House chambers.  

Senate Majority Leader Thomas moved the joint session of the 58th Legislature, convened to receive the State of the
Judiciary Address, be adjourned.  Motion carried.

Joint session adjourned at 1:40 p.m.
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Senate reconvened at 1:44 p.m.   President Keenan presiding. 

Roll Call.  All members present.  Quorum present.

The presiding officer has authenticated the daily journal for the twenty-fifth legislative day.

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES

BILL REPORT
Correctly printed: SB 328, SB 329, SB 330, SB 331, SB 332, SB 333, SB 334, SB 335, SB 336, SB 337, SJR 13.
Correctly engrossed: SB 122, SB 130, SB 166, SB 220, SB 244, SB 263, SB 284.

BUSINESS AND LABOR (Mahlum, Chairman): 2/6/2003
SB 249, introduced bill, be amended as follows:

1. Title, page 1, line 5.
Following: "FINANCING"
Insert: "AND ACQUIRING"

2. Title, page 1, line 6 through line 7.
Following: "PROJECTS;" on line 6
Strike: remainder of line 6 through "OBLIGATIONS;" on line 7

3. Page 1, line 24.
Following: "financing"
Insert: "and acquiring"

4. Page 1, line 26 through line 28.
Following: "section." on line 26
Strike: remainder of line 26 through "projects." on line 28

5. Page 2, line 6.
Following: "authorized to"
Insert: "acquire or"

6. Page 2, line 9.
Following: first "the"
Insert: "acquisition or"

7. Page 2, line 13.
Following: "design and"
Insert: "acquisition or"

And, as amended, do pass.  Report adopted.

TAXATION (DePratu, Chairman): 2/5/2003
HB 207, be concurred in.  Report adopted.
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MESSAGES FROM THE OTHER HOUSE

House bills passed and transmitted to the Senate for concurrence: 2/5/2003

HB 99, introduced by Golie
HB 223, introduced by Lawson
HB 246, introduced by Harris
HB 340, introduced by Andersen
HB 354, introduced by Newman
HB 366, introduced by P. Clark
HB 389, introduced by Gibson

MOTIONS

HB 215 - Senator Grimes moved HB 215 be taken from the Judiciary Committee and rereferred to the committee on
Highways and Transportation.  Motion carried.

HB 44 - Senator Bohlinger moved consideration of HB 44 be placed beneath SB 54 on the second reading board
this legislative day.  Motion carried.

FIRST READING AND COMMITMENT OF BILLS

The following Senate bills were introduced, read first time, and referred to committees:

SB 338, introduced by Tropila, referred to Taxation.
SB 339, introduced by Cooney, Ellingson, Taylor, referred to State Administration.
SB 340, introduced by Grimes, referred to Local Government.
SB 341, introduced by F. Thomas, referred to Business and Labor.
SB 342, introduced by Wheat, referred to Business and Labor.
SB 343, introduced by Laible, referred to Local Government.
SB 344, introduced by Laible, referred to Business and Labor.
SB 345, introduced by Elliott, referred to Highways and Transportation.
SB 346, introduced by Keenan, referred to Public Health, Welfare and Safety.
SB 347, introduced by Keenan, referred to Public Health, Welfare and Safety.
SB 348, introduced by Keenan, referred to Public Health, Welfare and Safety.

The following Senate joint resolution was introduced, read first time, and referred to committee:

SJR 14, introduced by Curtiss, P. Clark, DePratu, Fisher, Laible, Maedje, Roush, Zook, referred to Public Health,
Welfare and Safety.

SECOND READING OF BILLS
(COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE)

Senator Thomas moved the Senate resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole for consideration of business on
second reading.  Motion carried.  Senator Bohlinger in the chair.

Mr. President:  We, your Committee of the Whole, having had under consideration business on second reading,
recommend as follows:
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HB 23 - Senator Mangan moved HB 23 be concurred in.  Motion carried unanimously.

HB 35 - Senator Sprague moved HB 35 be concurred in.  Motion carried unanimously.

HB 128 - Senator Nelson moved consideration of  HB 128 be moved to the bottom of the board.  Motion carried.

HB 167 - Senator Gebhardt moved HB 167 be concurred in.  Motion carried unanimously.

Senator McGee assumed the chair.

SB 54 - Senator Bohlinger moved SB 54 do pass.  Motion carried with Senators Black and Butcher voting nay.

HB 44 - Senator Bohlinger moved HB 44 be concurred in.  Motion carried unanimously.

Senator Bohlinger re-assumed the chair.
Senator Nelson excused at this time.

SB 120 - Senator Glaser moved SB 120 do pass.  Motion carried as follows:

Yeas: Anderson, Bales, Barkus, Black, Bohlinger, Butcher, Cobb, Cocchiarella, Curtiss, DePratu, Esp, Gebhardt,
Glaser, Grimes, Johnson, Laible, Mahlum, McGee, McNutt, O'Neil, Perry, Sprague, Stapleton, Story, Tash, Taylor,
Thomas, Zook, Mr. President.
Total  29

Nays: Cooney, Cromley, Ellingson, Elliott, Hansen, Harrington, Kitzenberg, Mangan, McCarthy, Pease, Roush,
Ryan, Schmidt, Shea, Squires, Stonington, Tester, Toole, Tropila, Wheat.
Total  20

Absent or not voting: None.
Total  0

Excused: Nelson.
Total  1

SB 262 - Senator Perry moved SB 262, second reading copy, be amended as follows :

1. Page 5, line 3.
Insert: "(3)  An appointee under this section may take office only if the vacancy in fact exists at the commencement

of the term of office."

Amendment adopted unanimously.

Senator Nelson present at this time.

SB 262 - Senator Perry moved SB 262, as amended, do pass.  Motion carried unanimously.

Senator Cobb excused at this time.
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SJR 4 - Senator Elliott moved SJR 4, second reading copy, be amended as follows :

1. Page 3.
Following: line 1

Insert: "BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Montana Congressional Delegation be apprised of the extreme
gravity of the matter and be urged to take action to expedite the delisting."

2. Page 3, line 3.
Following: "Service,"
Insert: "the presiding officers of each house of the Legislature of the states of Idaho and Wyoming,"

Amendment adopted unanimously.

Senator Cobb present at this time.

SJR 4 - Senator Elliott moved SJR 4, as amended, be adopted.  Motion carried with Senator Harrington voting nay.

Senator Thomas moved the committee rise and report.  Motion carried.  Committee arose.  Senate resumed. 
President Keenan in the chair.  Chairman Bohlinger moved the Committee of the Whole report be adopted.  Report
adopted unanimously.

THIRD READING OF BILLS

The following bills having been read three several times, title and history agreed to, were disposed of in the
following manner:

SB 226 passed as follows:

Yeas: Anderson, Bales, Barkus, Black, Bohlinger, Butcher, Cobb, Cocchiarella, Cooney, Cromley, Curtiss,
DePratu, Ellingson, Elliott, Esp, Gebhardt, Glaser, Grimes, Hansen, Harrington, Johnson, Kitzenberg, Laible,
Mahlum, Mangan, McCarthy, McGee, McNutt, Nelson, O'Neil, Pease, Perry, Roush, Ryan, Schmidt, Shea,
Sprague, Squires, Stapleton, Stonington, Story, Tash, Taylor, Tester, Thomas, Toole, Tropila, Wheat, Zook, Mr.
President.
Total  50

Nays: None.
Total  0

Absent or not voting: None.
Total  0

Excused: None.
Total  0

SB 231 passed as follows:

Yeas: Anderson, Bales, Barkus, Black, Bohlinger, Butcher, Cobb, Cocchiarella, Cooney, Cromley, Curtiss,
DePratu, Ellingson, Elliott, Esp, Gebhardt, Glaser, Grimes, Hansen, Harrington, Johnson, Kitzenberg, Laible,
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Mahlum, Mangan, McCarthy, McNutt, Nelson, O'Neil, Pease, Perry, Roush, Ryan, Schmidt, Shea, Sprague,
Squires, Stapleton, Stonington, Story, Tash, Taylor, Tester, Thomas, Toole, Tropila, Wheat, Zook, Mr. President.
Total  49

Nays: McGee.
Total  1

Absent or not voting: None.
Total  0

Excused: None.
Total  0

SB 252 passed as follows:

Yeas: Bohlinger, Cobb, Cocchiarella, Cooney, Cromley, Ellingson, Elliott, Grimes, Hansen, Harrington,
Kitzenberg, Mangan, McCarthy, Nelson, Pease, Roush, Ryan, Schmidt, Shea, Sprague, Squires, Stonington, Tester,
Toole, Tropila, Wheat.
Total  26

Nays: Anderson, Bales, Barkus, Black, Butcher, Curtiss, DePratu, Esp, Gebhardt, Glaser, Johnson, Laible, Mahlum,
McGee, McNutt, O'Neil, Perry, Stapleton, Story, Tash, Taylor, Thomas, Zook, Mr. President.
Total  24

Absent or not voting: None.
Total  0

Excused: None.
Total  0

HB 29, as amended by the Senate, concurred in as follows:

Yeas: Anderson, Bales, Barkus, Black, Bohlinger, Butcher, Cobb, Cocchiarella, Cooney, Cromley, Curtiss,
DePratu, Ellingson, Elliott, Esp, Gebhardt, Glaser, Grimes, Hansen, Harrington, Johnson, Kitzenberg, Laible,
Mahlum, Mangan, McCarthy, McGee, McNutt, Nelson, O'Neil, Pease, Perry, Roush, Schmidt, Shea, Sprague,
Squires, Stapleton, Stonington, Story, Tash, Taylor, Tester, Thomas, Toole, Tropila, Wheat, Zook, Mr. President.
Total  49

Nays: Ryan.
Total  1

Absent or not voting: None.
Total  0

Excused: None.
Total  0
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HB 53 concurred in as follows:

Yeas: Anderson, Bales, Barkus, Black, Bohlinger, Butcher, Cobb, Cocchiarella, Cooney, Cromley, Curtiss,
DePratu, Ellingson, Elliott, Esp, Gebhardt, Glaser, Grimes, Hansen, Harrington, Kitzenberg, Laible, Mahlum,
Mangan, McCarthy, McGee, McNutt, Nelson, O'Neil, Pease, Perry, Roush, Ryan, Schmidt, Shea, Sprague, Squires,
Stapleton, Stonington, Story, Tash, Taylor, Tester, Thomas, Toole, Tropila, Wheat, Zook, Mr. President.
Total  49

Nays: Johnson.
Total  1

Absent or not voting: None.
Total  0

Excused: None.
Total  0

HB 59, as amended by the Senate, concurred in as follows:

Yeas: Anderson, Barkus, Black, Bohlinger, Butcher, Cobb, Cocchiarella, Cooney, Cromley, Curtiss, DePratu,
Ellingson, Elliott, Esp, Gebhardt, Glaser, Grimes, Hansen, Harrington, Johnson, Kitzenberg, Laible, Mahlum,
Mangan, McCarthy, McNutt, Nelson, O'Neil, Pease, Perry, Roush, Ryan, Schmidt, Shea, Sprague, Squires,
Stapleton, Stonington, Story, Tash, Taylor, Tester, Thomas, Toole, Tropila, Wheat, Zook, Mr. President.
Total  48

Nays: Bales, McGee.
Total  2

Absent or not voting: None.
Total  0

Excused: None.
Total  0

HB 149, as amended by the Senate, concurred in as follows:

Yeas: Anderson, Bales, Barkus, Black, Bohlinger, Butcher, Cobb, Cocchiarella, Cooney, Cromley, Curtiss,
DePratu, Ellingson, Elliott, Esp, Gebhardt, Glaser, Grimes, Hansen, Harrington, Johnson, Kitzenberg, Laible,
Mahlum, Mangan, McCarthy, McGee, McNutt, Nelson, O'Neil, Pease, Perry, Roush, Ryan, Schmidt, Shea,
Sprague, Squires, Stapleton, Stonington, Story, Tash, Taylor, Tester, Thomas, Toole, Tropila, Wheat, Zook, Mr.
President.
Total  50

Nays: None.
Total  0

Absent or not voting: None.
Total  0
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Excused: None.
Total  0

MOTIONS

SB 322 - Senator Ellingson moved SB 322 be taken from the committee on Judiciary and rereferred to the State
Administration Committee.  Motion carried.

SB 332 - Senator Mahlum moved SB 332 be taken from the committee on Business and Labor and rereferred to the
Taxation committee.  Motion carried.

Senator DePratu rose on a point of personal privilege and said he understands the staff has not been invited to be
included in activities, held in the rotunda, for the Legislature.  He feels the staff is part of the system and that they
are partners and should be able to participate in any activity as well as the Senators and Representatives.  He did not
feel he could participate if the staff were not invited.  

Senator Tester echoed his sentiments.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Committee meetings were announced by committee chairs.

Majority Leader Thomas moved that the Senate adjourn until 1:00 p.m., Friday, February 7, 2003.  Motion carried.

Senate adjourned at 3:00 p.m.

ROSANA SKELTON BOB KEENAN
Secretary of the Senate President of the Senate


